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Brodnax Family — Evidence from a Chancery Suit. 

[We are indebted to Dr. John W. Brodnax, of the Medical College of 
Virginia for the copies of papers in an English Chancery suit which are 
printed below. These papers not only make clear the English ancestry 
of the Virginia family of Brodnax, but show the character of the genea- 
logical information contained in the vast mass of Chancery records in 
England]. 

Major John Brodnax came to Virginia and settled in York County 
about the middle of the Seventeenth Century. His will, as of the parish 
county of York, was dated July 21, 1657 and proved March 6, 1657(8). 
He gives his wife Dorothy silver plate; to his son John Brodnax a gold 
ring with this motto "Thinke on thy end and also the life and death of 
thy friend;" to daughter Elizabeth Brodnax "My Bible book and my 
Eare ring with a Dyamant in itt;" to his youngest sons William and 
Robert Brodnax gold rings. Bequests to eldest son Thomas, and to 
son John then living with Mr. Joseph King in "Gratious" [GracechurchJ 
Street [London]. Son Thomas, to be sent home to England to Mr. 
Thomas Turget in London. Various other bequests to his wife and 
children. Robert Baldey and Edward Baxter overseers of his will. 
The inventory of his personal estate included, three periwigs, one rapier 
and belt, five broadcloth suits, slippers, ribbons, &c. 

The pedigree of Brodnax in Berry's Kent, p. 126, shows Thomas Brod- 
nax, Esq. of Godmersham, Kent, who died 1658 (.and who was 6th in 
descent from Robert Brodnax living temp. Henry V) married Elizabeth 
Taylor and had issue: (1) Thomas of Godmersham, Esq. who died 1667; 
(2) Robert, died 1673; (3) John married Dorothy — [the emigrant to Vir- 
ginia); and four daughters. The same pedigree states that John and 
Dorothy Brodnax had issue (1) Thomas; (2) John; (3) William; (4) 
Robert; (5) Elizabeth; (6) Martha. 

In a Brodnax family Bible brought to Virginia, and now in possession 
of Mrs. W. S. Roulhac, Spray, N. (J., are the following entries: "William 
Brodnax was born Feb. 28, 1675, the youngest son of Robert Brodnax, 
goldsmith in Holborn, London. He was born at Godmersham, in Kent." 
William Brodnax emigrated to Virginia, and dying Feb. 16, 1727 left the 
Bible to his eldest son. John Brodnax, older brother of Wm. Brodnax, 
was born in 1668, and also settled in Virginia. For accounts of the family 
see Wm. & Mary Quarterly, XIV, 52-59, 135-139. The following chart 
will show the relationship of the people referred to: 
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Thomas Broadnax=Elizabeth Taylor 



Thomas=Jane James Robert=Eliz. Curteis Major John=Dorothy 

j d. s. p. of Va., d. 

Sir William, Knt.=Mary Digges 1657 



William, of Godsmersham | | 

died, 1726 Robert= John= 

Goldsmith | 



John 



I" 



William, John=Ruth 

emigrated to Va. | 

John 

Abstract of Chancery Suit Entitled Brodnax versus Gibbon. 

(Bundle 486, No. 46-Bridges), in the Public Record Office, Chancel 
Lane, London, England. 

13 April, 1676 

Robert Gibbon of Middle Temple, London, Esq. That Robert Brod- 
nax of the Parish of St. Andrew, Holborn, London, Goldsmith. 
Did Declare and affirm to your Orator that Robert Brodnax, late of the 
Town of Tenterden, in the county of Kent, was in his life time seized in 
fee of a messuage called Cold Harbour Farm with three score and ten 
acres in the parishes of Tenterden and Rowenden and all those parcels 
of land in the Hundred of Tenterden heretofore purchased by the said 
Robert Brodnax of one Free-gift Boorne of the parishof Biddenden, Kent. 
All that messuage containing one acre called Claverings, situated in the 
parish of St. Nicholas, Harbledon, Kent, and all that parcel of land con- 
taining four acres planted with cherry trees and known by the name of 
Harbledon Hill in the said parish and of and in a piece of land called 
Pennylesse Bench containing two acres in the said parish, and two 
pieces of fresh marsh containing nineteen acres in the parish of Snave in 
Romney Marsh, and a piece of fresh marsh containing ten acres in the 
parish of Newchurch, and a piece of fresh marsh containing fifteen acres 
in the said parish, and one other piece of fresh marsh containing three 
acres in the said parish, and one piece of fresh marsh in the said parish 
and all those three pieces of fresh marsh in the same parish containing 
seventeen acres, and of, and in several messuages &c. in said county of 
Kent. That the said Robert Brodnax, late of Tenterden was a near 
kinsman of him being his father's brother and that he had a great love 
and kindness for him, and the said Robert Brodnax {of Holborn) did 
affirm to your Orator that the better to express his affection to him the 
said Robert Brodnax of Tenterden being so seized did on the 10th of 
July, 1673 make his last will and Testament in these words "I Robert 
Brodnax of the Town and Hundred of Tenterden, Co. Kent gent, x x I 
bequeath all my messuage etc. called Cold Harbour Farm with three 
score and Ten acres in the parishes of Rowenden and Tenterden Co. 



NOTES AND QUBRIBS. 419 

Kent to my nephew Robert Brodnax, son of my brother John Brodnax, 
deceased to him and his heirs for ever. The better to satisfy my debts, 
legacies &c. I give to my nephew Robert Brodnax all my three parcels 

of land &c, &c, as above To my sister, Dame Sarah Howell 

5 pounds. To my niece Elizabeth Brodnax daughter of my said brother 
John Brodnax 100 pounds to be paid by my said nephew Robert Brodnax. 
To my brother's and sister's children 10 shillings a piece. To my god- 
son Gilbert Knowler one gelding colt. To the poor of the parish of Ten- 

terden 5 pounds Elizabeth Brodnax, my wife (deceased) 

daughter and sole heir of John Curleys of Woodchurch, gent, deceased. 
Robert Brodnax, executor. "That the said Robert Brodnax of Ten- 
terden on the 22nd. February, 1673 died so seized whereby the said 
premises are vested in the said Robert Brodnax of Holborn. That the 
said Robert Brodnax of Holborn did affirm to your Orator that the said 
Cold Harbour Farm and Hodge Park lands in Tenterden and Rowenden 
aforesaid are worth 40 pounds per annum and the better to evince the 
same by indenture dated 2nd. October, 1675 let the same to John Har- 
man the present tenant at theyearly Tent of 46 pounds. And the said 
Robert Brodnax did declare to your Orator that the aforesaid premises 
were in no way liable with any charges &c, other than one indenture 
or demise by the said Robert Brodnax the testator to Dame Sarah Howell 
of Cold Harbour Farm aforesaid for a term of years yet to come. That 
your Orator relying on the said declarations was induced to make an 
agreement with the said Robert Brodnax of Holborn for the purchasing 
of said lands in Tenterden and Rowenden, and about the 16th. December, 
1675 your Orator did agree with the said Robert Brodnax for the purchase 
thereof and for the assignation of the said morgage made to the said 
Dame Sarah Howell for the sum of 660 pounds. Notwithstanding which 
the said Robert Brodnax, combining with William Brodnax Esq. who 
doth affirm himselph to be son and heir of Sir William Brodnax, Knight, 
who was one of the sons of Thomas Brodnax who was eldest brother of 
the said Robert Brodnax the testator deceased and Robert Brodnax who 
affirmeth himself to be one of the sons of the said Thomas Brodnax and 
John Brodnax who likewise affirmeth that he is the son of John Brodnax 
who was the son of John Brodnax and second brother of the said Robert 
the testator do endeavor to prevent the said premises from being con- 
veyed to your Orator, sometimes giving out in speeches that the said 
William, Robert, and John or one of them is or are heirs at law the said 
Robert the testator or that they have a right to the said premises accord- 
ing to the custom of Gavelkind they denying the validity of the will. 

Answer of Robert Brodnax, of the parish of St. Andrew, Holborn,Lon- 

don, Goldsmith. 

30 May, 1676. 

It is true that this defendant did declare that Robert Brodnax late 
of Tenterden was seized of the said premises and that the said Robert 



420 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Brodnax was thi* defendant's Kinsman that is this defendant's father's 
brother. That defendant is willing on receipt of purchase money and 
completion of conveyance to deliver up to complainant all deeds, writings 
etc. Denies that he said the testator was insane on making his will. 

Answer of John Brodnax, an infant under the age of 21 by Ruth Brodnax 

widow, his mother. 

31 May, 1676. 

That it is true that the said Robert Brodnax of Tenterden, this defend- 
ant's great uncle was seized of the said messuages and that the said Robert 
Brodnax deceased was this defendant's father's uncle and this defendant's 
great uncle. Does not know that the said Robert Brodnax made any 
will. Saith it is true that this defendant's is son and heir of John Brod- 
nax deceased and that the said John Brodnax this defendant's late father 
was one of the sons of John Brodnax deceased this defendant's late 
grandfather, and that this defendant's grandfather was brother of the 
said Robert Brodnax deceased and this defendant is one of the co-heirs 
at law of the said Robert and is entitled to his share under the custom 
of Gavelkind. 

Answer of William Brodnax, an infant under the age of 21, by Thomas 

Twiner his guardian. 

That the said Robert Brodnax was this defendant's father's uncle and 
this defendant's grandfather's brother. Does not know if the said 
Robert Brodnax made any will. That this defendant is son and heir 
of Sir William Brodnax, knight, deceased, who was one of the sons of 
Thomas Brodnax deceased, and the said Thomas Brodnax was eldest 
brother of the said Robert Brodnax and this defendant is one of the co- 
heirs at law according to the custom of Gavelkind. 

•This abstract of the Chancery Suit, "Gibbon versus Brodnax" shows 
that Major John Brodnax who died in Virginia in 1657 (will recorded in 
York Co.) was the father of Robert Brodnax, goldsmith of Holborn, 
London, and grandfather of John and William from whom all the Brod- 
naxs of Virginia descended. Major John Brodnax was 2nd. son of Thomas 
Brodnax, called "Generosus" of Godmersham Park, Kent Co., Eng., 
born 1565, died 1659, and uncle of Sir William Brodnax to whom God- 
mersham descended. A pedigree carrying the Brodnax family many 
generations back of this Thomas Brodnax may be found in Berry's Visi- 
tation of Kent." 
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Harrison Papers. 

Mrs. W. W. Richardson, Hampton, Va., has a number of old Harrison 
papers which have descended in her family and to her from her 
grandfather Wm. Henry Harrison of "Bicars," Prince George County, 
who was a son of Robert Harrison. 

Following are abstracts of some of the papers: 

At a Crowwall Court held at James City the 19th of October 1691 — 
Preform — Francis Nicholson, Esqr. — 

Lt. Gouevnour — 
Wm. Cole, Esq-Secty Christopher Wormley, Esq. 

Wm. Byrd, Esq. Edward Hill, Esq. 

John Lear, Esq. 

Capt. James Biss and Sarah his wife, having had liberty to traverse 
the office of Eschtat of four hundred seventy and an half acres of Land 
found to Escheat to their most sacred Maj — from James Waradine and 

it appearing that William Barker, whom claimed had sold all 

right of the patent of the Land in differance to the said Warradine, it is 
the opinion of this Court that the said Waradine had an Estate in fee 
Simple in the said Land & therefore adjudged that the right of the said 
Land is in Our Sovereign Lord and Lady the King and Queen. 

— R. Beverley — 

Memorandums taken from the several Papers Delivered in the Parcels 
of my Land called Bicars formerly Charles City County but now Prince 
George Containing 470J^ Acres. Notes collected this 25th of Feb'ry 
Anno Domi 1743. 

1. The Land called Bicars was first granted to one Thorn 5 Mathews 
in the year 1641 and surveyed for him by Math. Gough, but lost by this 
Mathews for want of seating. 

2. After this Land was lost by Matthews it was granted to one James 
Warradine by Sr. William Berkeley, Governor of this Colony by Patent 
bearing Date 8th of July 1647, which Grant mentions this Land being 
formerly Granted to Matthews and allows the Piatt made by Matthew 
Gough in 1641 to be the true bounds. 

3. It appears from a copy of a Verd't, of a Jury that there was an In- 
clusive Patent Granted by this James Warredine for 1O70J-6 Acres of 
Land which grant bears date 18th March 1662. 

4. It appears that this Land called Bicars was granted by an Escheat 
Patent to Capt. John Stith, Junr. the 29th of Aprile Anno Domini 1692, 
which said grant mentions the Quantity of 470H Acres & that it was 
formerly the Land of James Warradine as above mentioned. 

5. This Capt. Jno. Stith lived in Charles City at a place called the 
Indian Fields and left two Sons and one daughter Vizt. John, William 
and Elizabeth. Aforementioned Land called Bicars he gave to his 
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youngest son William, of whom I bought it as appears by Deed dated 
11th of Sept. 1733, proved in Prince George Court. 

Berkley Peb'ry 21st, 1743. 

Benje. Harrison. 

This Indenture made this eleventh day of September in the fourth year 
of our Sovereign Lord King George the Second, and in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty and three, between William 
Stith of William and Mary College, Clerk of the one Part and Benjamin 
Harrison of the Parish of Westover in Charles City County, Gent, of the 
other Part, Witnesseth, that the said William Stith for and in considera- 
tion of the sum of one hundred and seventy pounds Sterling money of 
England to him in band, paid by this said Benjamin Harrison. The 
receipt whereof the said William Stith doth hereby confess and acknow- 
ledge and for divers other good causes and considerations, him thereunto 

moving, &c, &c, &c. confirm unto this said Benjamin Harrison his 

Heirs and Assigns forever — Parcel of Land containing 470 acres more 
or less commonly known by the name of Bicars or Cureton — &c, &c. 
This being signed by Mr. Wm. Stith with seal, and Deed to Colo. Benja. 
Harrison Sept. 11th, 1733. 

In 1760— Bargain and Sale and agreed by the parties before signing 
the Within Deed that the said Benj. Harrison is only to Warrant a title 
to the said Harrison for all his Lands called Bycars and Curetons as they 
are now held by the two pattents by the said Benjamin, without his being 
obliged to bind any certain quantity of Land as Witness our hands this 
Wth day Nov. 1760. 

Signed 

Benj. Harrison 
Robert Harrison 

Plat made of land containing 150 acres made March 29th, 1682, showing 
boundary line and compass — Made by Richard Ligon. 

Memorandum that Wm. Barker agrees that James Warradine shall 
hold and enjoy all the Land at Bicars or Bycars, being 600 acres of land 
or thereabouts. Warradine paying 2000 pounds of good and well con- 
detioned leaf Tobacco on the 10th of Oct., and 2000 pounds of the like 
Tobbo. on the 10th day of November, which shall be in the year of our 
Lord 1646. 

At a Court holden at Westopher, April 3rd, Anno 1647, Charles City 
County. 

Bill of Sale from Benjamin Harrison for consideration of the sum of 
Forty-five Pounds Current Money for two negro slaves named Dido & 
Ned, unto Robert Harrison and his Heirs forever, 11th Day of June 1736. 
Signed by 

Benj. Harrison 

Capt. Robert Harrison of the 62nd Regt., P. G. Militia, commanded 
Fort Powhatan in the War of 1812. Payroll, signers names and witnesses. 
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Some Records Relating to Huguenot Families. 

Goochland, Nov. 9, 1730, Peter Guerrent qualified as administrator 
of Daniel Guerrant, who died intestate, his widow Frances relinquishing. 

Goochland, Feb. 1730, William Salle qualified as administrator of 
Isaac Salle, intestate. 

Goochland, March 1731, John Fleming qualified as administrator of 
John Le Grand, intestate, Katherine Le Grand relinquishing. 

Goochland, Nov. 6, 1733, deed from Judith Ballew of Goochland, con- 
veying to Peter Guerrant land devised to her by her father Peter Chas- 
tain, deceased. 

Cumberland. Will of Peter Guerrant, dated Dec. 3, 1749, proved 
Jan. 25, 1750. 

Cumberland. Inventory of Anthony Lavillain, deceased, recorded 
July 23, 1750. 

Cumberland. Receipt Aug. 3, 1730 from Charles Perro to Magdalen 
Guerrant, executrix of Peter Guerrant for £36. 10. 11 current money, 
amount due said Perro's wife from the estate of Daniel Guerrant, de- 
ceased, and also her receipt for what was due her from the estates of her 
deceased brothers Daniel and Peter Guerrant [? should the date 1730 not 
be 1750.] 

Cumberland. Will of Ann David, King William Parish, dated Oct. 
18, 1750, proved Nov. 1750. 

Cumberland. Will of Isaac Dutoy, King Wm. Parish, dated Nov. 9, 
1750, proved 1752. 

Cumberland. Will of Pierce Sallee, King William Parish, dated Dec. 
24, 1750, proved Nov. 27, 1752. 

Cumberland. Will of Peter Lewis Soblet, King William Parish, dated 
Nov. 6, 1754, proved Jan. 27, 1755. 

Cumberland. Will of Margaret Rapene, King William Parish, dated 
June 8, 1755, proved Jan. 26, 1756. 

Cumberland. Will of John Chastain, King William Parish, dated 
Dec. 22, 1760, proved Jan. 25, 1762. 

Cumberland. Will of John La Villain, King William Parish, dated 
Jan. 26, 1765, proved Feb. 22, 1768. 

Cumberland. Marriage bond, Nov. 22, 1753, Matthew Woodson and 
Elizabeth Villain. 

Cumberland. June 25. 1750, James Le Grand orphan of Peter Le 
Grand chose James Barnes guardian. 

Cumberland. June 25, 1750, Alexander Le Grand orphan of Peter Le 
Grand chose George Baskerville guardian. 

Goochland. Will of Peter Chastain, King William Parish, proved 
Nov. 1728. 

Goochland. Will of Stephen Chastain, "late of the place Vose in 
Doffine [Dauphine] in the province of France, Inhabitant at Manakin- 
town, parish of King William, Goochland County," dated June 10, 1732-3, 
proved Aug. 21, 1739. 
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Goochland. Will of Martha Chastain (widow of Stephen Chastain), 
dated April 23, 1740, proved May 20, 1740 

Goochland. Deed 1741, from Rene Chastain of Goochland. 

Goochland. June 1744, Inventory of Anthony Trabue, deceased. 

Goochland. Will of Jacob Michaux, dated Nov. 3, 1744, proved Jan. 
15, 1744. 

Goochland. Will of Jean La Villain, "native of the town of Jessy in 
Lower Normandy in the Kingdom of Prance and at present living in 
King William Parish, Goochland County, Virginia" [date omitted in 
copy]. 

Powhatan. Will of Prances Salle, dated Sept. 9, proved Nov. 20, 1777. 

Lunenburg. Will of Abraham Michaux, proved Dec. 31, 1747. 



